Overview of Jewish
and Rabbi Experiences

The vast majority of young
Jews feel connected to a
Jewish community, and
nearly half desire an even
deeper connection. Their
connection to the Jewish
community takes a variety of
forms from observing
holidays to doing Jewish
things with Jewish friends.

Additionally, a majority say
having a relationship with a
rabbi is important to them
today. Even those who don’t
see it as important today are
not writing it off for the
future.

Those who’ve had
experiences with a rabbi say
those experiences have
largely been positive.
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Jewish Experiences

Young Jews largely feel connected to a Jewish community, and nearly half desire
even more connection

7 in 10 young Jews feel connected to some form of a Jewish community today, with 1 in 3 feeling very connected.
Encouragingly, almost half would like more connection to a Jewish community, including 1 in 3 (33%) who currently

feel disconnected.

Feelings of connection to any type of

Jewish community are high across % disconnected
denominations. Orthodox feel more How connected do you % fairly connected % very connected
connected (91%) than those who currently feel to any
identify as Conservative (77%) and type of Jewish
0 _ community?
Reform (63%) and non @—— 71% total connected

Denominational (75%). Notably,
Those least connected are 18—-24-year-olds, at only 59%

desire for more of a connection is very 43% of them would like more connection to a Jewish community
similar across denominations: 53% of

Orthodox, 54% of Conservative, 52% Do you wish you “
of Reform and 46% of non- had...

denominational Jews wish they had % Less % I'm comfortable 9% More

more of a connection to a Jewish connection to with the level of connection to a

community. alewish connection | Jewish community
community currently have

Young Jews are engaged Jewishly in a variety of different ways. Many say they actively observe Shabbat or other
Jewish holidays, in addition to participating in cultural Jewish activities such as cooking or eating Jewish foods and
having a group of Jewish friends with whom they do Jewish things. Notably, while 64% say they belonged to a
synagogue or congregation when growing up, only 38% say they currently do. Younger Jews, aged 18-24 years old,
report lower levels of involvement in a variety of Jewish activities.

Below you will see a list of things that may apply to someone who is Jewish.
For each of the following, please indicate whether or not it applies to you.

% Yes, this applies to me

My family belonged to a synagogue/ Jewish cong. when | was growing up
I regularly cook or eat Jewish foods Note: We pay very close attention to
make sure the data is representative.
| often observe Shabbat or other Jewish holidays at home in some way “ Our goal is for the numbers to be
| have a group of Jewish friends with whom | do Jewish things “ dleE i, though.they il s
match Pew exactly. First. the
I regularly read news related to Jewish topics or Israel wording of the questions is slightly
) o ) differ00ent which affects how the
| attended a Jewish summer camp at some point in my life e T A e, B
I had a Bar/Bat/B’nei Mitzvah any dataset, there is a margin of
error which means the numbers will
| attended Hebrew school at some point growing up be close and within range but will
| have been involved in a Jewish youth group at some point in my life || EGECHEE not match exaCt_Iy' Tal.«.en.as a_Wh(?le’
the level of Jewish affiliation in this
| participated in Jewish life on a college campus || GEEENEEGzG study is in line with Pew and in line
. . with other research that has been
| have traveled to Israel at least once in my life e e L
| currently belong to a synagogue or Jewish congregation Americans.
| attended a Jewish day school at some point in my life
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Rabbi Experiences

Nearly 2-in-3 young Jews say having a relationship with a rabbi is important to
them, and few have written off the importance later in life

A majority of young Jews (64%) say having a relationship with a rabbi is important to them; however, younger Jews are
less likely to say it is important. While most say it’s important overall, the intensity of that feeling, or the percentage

who say it’s “very important,” is relatively low at only 27%, meaning that a relationship with a rabbi seems like a “nice-
to-have” but not necessarily a “need-to-have” for some young Jews.

Having a relationship with a Rabbi
today is more important for
Orthodox (87%) and Conservative

How important is it to you that you have a relationship with a
rabbi in your life today?

Important
(74%) than Reform (56%) and non- °
denominational (66%). However, 27% say ’very important’ overall [N
the vast majority of Reform (70%) 1324 N
and non-Denominational Jews
(63%) who say it’s currently not 2534
important are open to it becoming 3s-44 IS
more important later in life.
Connected to Jewish community
Disconnected from Jewish community

Among the 36% who say having a relationship with a rabbi is not important to them today, most are open to it being
important to them later in life. Only a third of that group, or 12% of young Jews overall, say a relationship with a rabbi
isn’t important to them now and won’t be important to them later in life. This sentiment is particularly prominent
among the youngest group of Jews in our research, 18-24-year-olds, with 18% (or nearly 1 in 5) saying a relationship
with a rabbi is not important to them now and likely won’t be important later. Notably, while nearly half of those in
interfaith relationships (42%) say having a relationship with a rabbi isn’t important to them now, 32% of them (those
who say ‘yes’ or ‘maybe’) are open to a rabbi becoming more important to them later in life.

Do you think having a relationship with a rabbi could be more important to you later in your life?

M Yes, important later Maybe W No, not improtant later
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When asked at what point in their life they think they will want a relationship with a rabbi, most say when they get
married or have kids. The second most frequently mentioned response is if they have a personal crisis and need help.
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Rabbi Experiences

A majority of young Jews have had an experience with a rabbi at some point in
their life

Nearly 7 in 10 young Jews have had an experience or interaction with a rabbi at some point in their life. Overall, there
are not major differences by subgroup, though older and LGBTQ+ Jews are more likely to have interacted with a rabbi
at some point, while those less likely to have interacted with a rabbi are younger, in Southern states and currently part
of an interfaith couple.

Have you ever had an experience or an interaction with a rabbi at some point in your life?

Yes No

Overall

1824 [ TR

25-34

35-44

LGBTQ+

City
Suburb/ Rural 71 pL]
Northeast 71 29

vicwest I T

South

West

Raised Jewish HH

Raised Interfaith HH
Jewish Partner 71 pL)

Non Jewish Partner 60 40

Single 71 29

52% of Jews 18-44 years old have had a rabbi in their life who knows them by name
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Rabbi Experiences

Most young Jews interact with rabbis when they’re growing up and in college

2 in 3 young Jews interacted with a rabbi growing up (67%), with 43% doing so frequently and 24% doing so only on
rare occasions. Similar to lower levels of engagement in Jewish activities, generally speaking, 18-24-year-olds say they
were less likely to have interacted with a rabbi when they were growing up.

When you were growing up, how often did you interact with a rabbi?

All of the time +

Somewhat often Never

Additionally, many young Jews are having the chance to interact with a rabbi in college. 80% of those in college or
graduated from college interacted with a rabbi during that time period (in other words, 50% of all young Jews interact
with a rabbi while in college). Notably, 18—-24-year-old's interactions with rabbis in college are much less frequent than
their older counterparts, indicating that there may be less engagement than there was with older segments of this
population.

When you were in college, how often did you interact with a rabbi?
If currently in college, how much do you interact with a rabbi? (Among 63% currently enrolled or graduated from college)

All of the time + On rare

Somewhat often occasions Never
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Rabbi Experiences

Interactions with rabbis have taken place across a wide variety of occasions,
ranging from formal to informal

Young Jews’ experiences with rabbis are diverse. Interactions with a rabbi at services at a temple or synagogue are the
most common, followed by a funeral service, Shabbat dinner or holiday event, and educational settings (Hebrew
school, day school, etc.). Less formal, casual interactions are also prominent as well.

Which of the following situations have you interacted with a rabbi?
(Asked of the 69% who had an experience with a rabbi; Multiple responses accepted)

Services at a temple or synagogue

A funeral service

A Shabbat dinner or other social holiday event

At a Hebrew school, Jewish preschool, day school or Hebrew high school
A casual interaction or social situation

A B'nei Mitzvah service

A wedding ceremony

A family meeting preparing for a funeral

Looking for general guidance/advice for your life
Looking for personal, spiritual or religious guidance
At a Jewish summer camp

A shiva

N
~N

In an academic or intellectual setting such as in a class or on a panel

On a trip to Israel, a March of the Living trip, or other immersive Jewish travel

N
~N

A baby naming or a bris

On a college campus

In an online setting, such as on Zoom or on social media

As a guide or participant in a conversion/affirmation process

A rabbi reaching out to you on the street or in a public place

On average, respondents selected 6 different situations, indicating that 18-44-year-old Jews are having the
opportunity to interact with rabbis in many different circumstances.
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Rabbi Experiences

Most rabbi experiences have been positive for young Jews,
though nearly 1-in-4 had a negative or mixed experience
The dominant rabbi experience for young Jews is positive, at 47%. Only 7% say they’ve had a truly negative

experience, while 23% have had a negative or mixed experience. 18-24-year-olds Jews, LGBTQ+ Jews and Jews of
color are most likely to cite a negative experience.

Thinking about your experiences with rabbis, have you ever had...
(Multiple responses allowed for those who have had an experience)

% Total have

W Positive W Negative Both ® Neutral had
experience

woner N s SN .
White Jews s s

Jews of color

H
~N
[N
N

n
70

Rabbi experiences across denominations are overwhelmingly positive. Among those who have interacted with a
Rabbi, 69% of Orthodox, 79% of Conservative, 73% of Reform and 63% of non-Denominational Jews have had a
positive experience with a Rabbi.

Note: Because multiple responses could be selected, the numbers in the bars will not add up to the total percentage who
have had a rabbi experience.
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Rabbi Experiences

As we saw in the journals and in line with how people reflect on their
interactions with rabbis, the image of a rabbi is largely positive, focused on a
rabbi being a spiritual guide, teacher and leader

When asked on an open-ended basis to describe a rabbi, the image is largely positive, with the most frequently
mentioned words being leader, kind, spiritual, teacher, knowledgeable, wise and trustworthy.

There are some who still associate rabbis with a more traditional bearded, older male, but the vast majority of
mentions are not centered around physical characteristics.

When you think of a rabbi, what are the first words, phrases or images

that come to mind for you personally?
Respondents could fill in up to 3 different words

Professmnal
Understanding pirecti
Learning irection
Relaql Strongthe Ig |0U S Majestic Honorat,)n{\,evesome
I\/Iysterlous eSpeC e T t rthy
P
ponore Hair Belief I'U STWO Ho| y lraer

Ha Warm
Respectable Falth d ppyd Simole Great Guidance Service

MEn’i‘;?“e”tHelp RESPaGt s -rend e
ymbol FoodL d er Carlng Reliable inteligent s
MOdern L d Man He|pfu| Interesting

Rel IglonJeWISh G Am'ab'ed Smi N"b'e God _{UniqueEss

Securlty
emnPeace Master FU” Yarmu|ke
Féiﬁy?rfs Synagogue Hebrew
ging
SermonT rah culture swee Honest Belief Important
Easy to approach PrleS Te a C eliers
Easy to communicate Trad|t|0n Communlty

Knowledg RGSpQJe Sacred” Lo,

Admired Star of David
Role model

Note: There were almost no negative mentions or connotations of a rabbi that were brought up in this question.

More in-depth context about image of a rabbi from our qualitative research

“I think of a rabbi as a spiritual advisor. Someone ...The first thing that comes to mind is a religious leader [who
to get advice from or help get answers from. has] knowledge, influence, and understanding. As a part of a
Someone who is there for good times and Jewish community's leadership, a rabbi is responsible for
celebrations as well as hard times like sickness teaching, answering questions, bringing people together, and
and death. | don’t think of a rabbi as a specific rallying hope and engagement... | do believe that a good
gender but someone who is authentic and never rabbi... exercises compassion, a dedication to continued
pushy.” learning and teaching, and puts their communities first.
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